
Pastor’s Letter:

Happy March, Church!

I know many of you are excited for the promise of Spring
as March approaches. I think I might be one of the very
few people who loves a “wintery” winter, but I know many
of you are eager for warmer weather. 

I want to start this monthly newsletter by letting you know
that on Sunday, March 9th (Daylight Savings Time) we
will have only one service at 10:45am. We know that with
the clocks springing forward, everyone will be sleepy, and
asking people to come to church at 9am (which would feel
like 8am) would be rough, so we’re having one joint
worship service with Sunday School at 10:45am on March
9th.

Other than that, we’ll stay at two services, 9 & 10:45am,
until Pentecost and Confirmation on June 8th. 

But now for the “heart” of the message. This past Sunday
we talked about the Golden Rule. And I want to share
some of my sermon with you. 

Jesus tells us to “Do to others as you would have them
do to you.”
Now this was NOT a new idea at the time of Jesus. 

The Rabbi, Hillel had said, “What is hateful to thee, do
not do to another.”
Philo had said, “What you hate to suffer, do not do to
anyone else.”
Isocrates had said, “What things make you angry when
you suffer them at the hands of others, do not you do
to other people.”
The Stoics had said, “What you do not wish to be done
to yourself, do not you do to any other.”

But as my Heavenly BFF, William Barclay pointed out, all of
those old sayings are in the NEGATIVE. 
They’re all telling us NOT to create more harm. 
Which is a good step… but it's only a first step.

JESUS GOES FURTHER. 
Jesus tells us that it’s not enough to refrain from doing
harm, but we must ACTIVELY do good. 
Jesus tells us “DO to others as you would have them DO to
you.”

Which means…
*Jesus wants us to CREATE goodness, not JUST neglect
from causing harm.
*Jesus wants us to CREATE an atmosphere of kindness, love,
compassion and mercy.
*Jesus wants us to CREATE a relationship in place of
destruction.
*Jesus wants us to ACTIVELY do good and not just abstain
from doing harm.  
*Jesus wants us to CREATE more love, compassion, and
forgiveness in this world. 

It’s not enough to ABSTAIN from doing the bad, but to
follow Jesus we need to CREATE the good. 

As we approach the Season of Lent, how can we create
more good in this work in the name of Jesus?
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LECTOR SIGN UP DINNER VOLUNTEER SIGN UP

Church Events
· Sunday Services ► 9am & 10:45
· Sunday School ► Sundays at 9am
· Bible Study ► Tues. at 12pm Facebook Live
· Nursery► Sundays during the 1st service
· Youth Group ► 1st &3rd Fridays 6-9pm
· Food Pantry ► Every Tuesday10am-12pm
· AA ► Sat. at 10am & 1pm, Thurs. at 5:30pm
· Girl Scouts ► Thursdays at 6:30pm
· Bell Choir Practice► Wed @6:30pm
· Chancel Choir Practice ► Wed @7:30pm
· Mar 2 ►Blood Pressure Checks
· Mar 3 ► “Love Does” Study, 7pm
· Mar 5 ► Ash Wednesday 
Drive Thru Ashes: 8:30-9:30am, 11:30-12:30pm
Ash Wednesday Service: 7pm
· Mar 7 ► Basket Assembly, 2pm
· Mar 7 ► Youth Group, 6-9pm at Zion 
· Mar 9 ►Daylight Savings, one service at 10:45
· Mar 8 ► Mental Health Class by MHA
· Mar 11 ► Consistory, 7pm
· Mar 12 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Mar 13 ► Lenten Bible Study, 7pm
· Mar 15 ► Basket Raffle! 12-3pm
· Mar 17 ► Trustee’s Meeting
· Mar 20 ►Lenten Bible Study, 7pm
· Mar 21 ► Youth Group, 6-9pm at Nativity
· Mar 22 ► Men’s Fellowship, Family Tree 9am
· Mar 26 ► Exercise with Dawn, 5:30pm
· Mar 27 ► Lenten Bible Study, 7pm
· Mar 29 ► Drive Thru Community Dinner
· April 3 ► Lenten Bible Study, 7pm
· April 4 ► Youth Group, 6-9pm at Zion
· April 6 ► Kids Escaping Drugs Bowling
· April 12 ► Live Your Healthiest Life, 10am

www.zionuccton.com/events
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The Season of Lent is upon us!
Lent is the season of repentance that starts on 

Ash Wednesday (March 5) and ends on 
Easter Sunday (April 20).

To make Lent more meaningful, participate in the
following ways:

Receive ashes on Ash Wednesday as a reminder
of our mortality. Drive-thru ashes are available
on March 5th from 8:30am-9:30am and then

11:30am-12:30pm and also at our Ash
Wednesday service at 7pm.

1.

Attend Sunday worship during the Season of
Lent. This is the best way to make sure our
hearts are ready for the good news of the

Resurrection. 

2.

Attend Bible Study on Thursday nights during
Lent at 7pm starting on March 13. 

3.

Consider either giving something up during Lent
or adding on a daily act of kindness or a daily

spiritual practice. Whether abstaining from
something or adding something good, it will
remind you of the suffering of Jesus on the

cross. 

4.

Join us at the end of Lent for Maundy Thursday
worship on April 17 at 7pm.

5.

Walk the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
The church will be open from 8am-12pm.

6.

Celebrate Easter in Church for worship!
Christ the Lord is Risen! April 20, 9 & 10:45am.

7.



Food Pantry                                               Community Dinner

Our food pantry is open every Tuesday from 
10am to 12pm. Thank you to all of our 
supporters who donate items and money
to the food pantry. With over a dozen guests 
each week, we are able to help supply food 
to those who are in financial need. 

Troy Hengst is cooking Stone Soup for the
March Community Dinner!
To sign up, click the link below. If you have
questions about cooking, reach out to Troy to
offer to help. 
https://bit.ly/43di4y6

NRC Annual Appreciation
Dinner: April 10, 6pm at
The Grapevine in Depew

Lenten Bible Study

Join Pastor Elizabeth and fellow
church members in the Overflow
Room for an in-person Lenten Bible
Study. 
Dates: Thursdays, March 13-April 3
Location: Overflow Room at Zion UCC
Time: 7:00pm to 8:00pm. 
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Basket Raffle

We’re having our Annual Basket Raffle!
To volunteer, sign up here:
https://bit.ly/basket2025

And spread the word! 
Date: March 15, 2025
Time: 12-3pm
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A25r
WBJyv/

This year Zion is excited to honor the
following members at the NRC dinner:
Barb & Ed Miller, Elena Camp, Debby
Williams, and young adult: Adam Korte!

To attend the April 10th dinner, please sign
up in the office with a check payable to the
Network of Religious Communities by
March 23rd. Tickets for the event are $65. 

This is a wonderful event with many
religious communities in WNY!

https://bit.ly/basket2025
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A25rWBJyv/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1A25rWBJyv/


Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Jr. WAY: Ages 4 to Grade 6
WAY: Grades 7-12

Sr. WAY: Ages 18-35

If you know someone in one of these age groups, help them get connected today!

BOWLING FOR KIDS ESCAPING DRUGS

Sign up for this fundraiser for Kids Escaping
Drugs!

Western Area Youth is putting together a
group of teams of kids and adults for this

great fundraiser. All ages welcome!
Cost: $25

Registration: www.zionuccton.com/Bowling
Register by March 19th
Date: Sunday, April 6th

Time: 11am-1pm 
(during our second service, sorry, we didn’t

choose the time...)

YOUTH GROUP BANDITS GAME &
OVERNIGHT

The Youth Group is going to a
Bandits Game!

Cost: $25
Registration forms are in Pastor’s

Office. Register by March 22.
Date: March 29, 5pm

Location: Starting at Church of
Nativity
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https://www.zionuccton.com/jrway/
https://www.zionuccton.com/way/
https://www.zionuccton.com/srway/
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Welcome to our Newly Baptized!

Emmersyn Frankie
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